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The Starting Line 

Well, the long sought after Hudson Museum is 

now a reality. It has been interesting to see what 

can be accomplished by a group of dedicated 

people that focus on a significant goal. Now we 

have something to enjoy, build on and be proud 

of.  

Back about thirteen years ago, we were planning 

a trip back East and the tour included a visit to the 

Studebaker Museum. So I thought I would lookup 

the Hudson Museum and see if we could swing 

by. I was surprised and disappointed to discover 

there was no Hudson Museum to be found. 

That has changed now and it is now our burden 

and privilege to see that it survives and grows. 

Work is underway to see that happen. And it will 

take many hands to continue our growth. 

If you want to be part of that growth, just let Mike 

or any Director or officer know. 
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Behind the Wheel     
With Mike  

Whew! It has been a whirlwind summer. 

The big news is that the National Hudson 

Motor Car Company Museum, Ypsilanti, MI is 

a reality.  The grand opening went well, with 

over 150 people in attendance.   

Jack Miller, longtime 

proprietor of Miller 

Motors was in 

attendance and was 

presented with a Life 

membership.  Without 

Jack’s lifetime 

commitment to the HET 

Club and the HETHS, 

the museum would not have been possible. 

We all owe Jack a debt of gratitude.   

Ron Bluhm, president of 

the Ypsilanti Automotive 

Heritage Museum also 

received a Life 

membership.  Without 

Ron’s leadership and the 

labor of members of the 

YAHM, the museum would 

not be open.   

All had a good time at the opening, highlighted 

by a proclamation from the mayor of Ypsilanti, 

and speeches by Ed Souers and Ken Poynter.  

Attendees received a beautiful HMCC 

Museum pin (courtesy of Ken Poynter and 

Margrit Schumacher) and a HMCC Museum 

coffee mug (courtesy of Bill Lentz and me). 

If you have an opportunity to visit the NHMCC 

Museum, don’t pass it by.  You will be 

impressed. Presently the theme is the roaring 

twenties, highlighted by Hedley and Pattie 

Bennett’s beautiful 1929 Hudson in the 

showroom.  Wow! 

And the HET Club has stepped up and 

has become a sponsor of the NHMCC 

Museum and we appreciate their 

involvement very much.  

Doc Hudson, thanks to 

Doctor Doug Wildrick and his 

crew, is fit as a fiddle.  Major 

work was completed and the 

good doctor has pronounced 

Doc road worthy.  Doc will 

travel to Pigeon Forge and, 

thanks to the North Texas 

Chapter of the HET Club, he will drive to 

Texas for the winter.  From there, of course, 

he will make his way to Colorado Springs for 

the 2015 International Meet. 

Finally, I assure you the directors and officers 

are working hard towards a more stable 

financial future and increased membership. By 

the International Meet you will have heard of 

the plans.                                           Mike   
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A Special Event  
Photos by Mike Cherry, Bill Lentz, Jeffrey Leestma & Fred Amman 
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Travels with Doc, the Next Chapter 
by Dick Teeter - Doc Hudson Coordinator  

Doc was ill this summer.  Following a great visit 

at the Western Regional in Nevada, his fuel 

pump and other problems prevented Mike Cherry 

and Matt Royer from driving Doc to French Lick.  

The unusual occurred and Doc was trailered from 

Nevada to Dr Doug Wildrick in Indiana.  Doug 

did a major health work-up and then corrected 

Doc’s ills. 

Since his recovery, 

Doc showed proudly 

in Ypsilanti, MI at the 

National Hudson 

Museum opening.  

Next big event will be 

Pigeon Forge in late 

October.  Then John Clement, with help from 

others in the North Texas Chapter, is scheduled 

to drive Doc south to the Lee Highway and west 

to Dallas/Fort Worth Texas for fall and winter 

events in the Lone Star State and neighboring 

locations.  We expect Doc will have a busy 

schedule of events and appearances throughout 

the winter and then spring of 2015.  Mountain 

climates may then keep Doc comfortable until 

August. 

The NTX crew, with help from other volunteers, 

has agreed to have Doc in Colorado Springs for 

the August International Meet.  Hudnuts sure 

are a wonderful bunch of cooperative folks!   

If you want to help Doc with his life’s journey, 

please let me know.  I will try to put you in his 

driver’s seat, at least for a brief drive from 

someplace to somewhere.  Thanks for your 

interest in the Doc project of the HETHS.  

Remember, we can always use any financial 

support you see fit to give. 

Dick Teeter 

HET  Club 

This is a letter that was read and presented 

to Jack Miller on September 20 at the Grand 

Opening.   

 

September 20, 2014 

Mr. Jack Miller 

Ypsilanti, Michigan 

Dear Jack: 

Thank you for your service to the Hudson 

Essex Terraplane Club, the Hudson Essex 

Terraplane Historical Society and Miller 

Motors. 

Because of your efforts to keep the Hudson 

name alive through Miller Motors, the 

HETHS now has the opportunity to establish 

the National Hudson Motor Car Company 

Museum. Without your past efforts the 

founding of the NHMCC Museum would not 

be possible.     

In the past you have been a contributing 

member to the HETHS. However, in 

recognition for your lifetime of service to the 

HETHS and the HET Club, the board of 

directors of the Historical Society voted, 

unanimously, to grant you a full Life 

Membership.  

Thank you for making the National Hudson 

Motor Car Company Museum possible. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Cherry  
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 HETHS Webpage 

Your Views, Rants and Raves 

Editor: 

It was towards the end of August; the National 

Hudson Motor Car Company Museum grand 

opening was less than a month away. Ed Souers 

who has put in countless 

hours in planning and 

preparation knew it was time 

to head to Shipshewana to 

pick up the Essex and other 

items, owned by the Society 

and 

transport 

them to Ypsilanti. It came as 

no surprise when Larry and 

Sue Kennedy stepped up to 

assist.   

How often do we hear of 

Society and Club members 

stepping up to assist one 

another?  The answer is, of 

course, frequently.   

Ed stated, “Larry and Sue's help was 

invaluable.  I am not sure how I would have 

accomplished all we did without them." As we all 

know, Larry and Sue are there when a fellow 

member needs help. 

Thank you, Ed, Larry & Sue! 

Mike Cherry 

______________________ 

Note to Mike Cherry 

Mike, 

WOW!  What a great event 

It was great to see you at the "Grand 

Opening" and I appreciate very much the 

"Life Membership Award". 

It has been a long road in getting the 

"Fabulous Automobiles" built by the 

Hudson Motor Car Company the 

recognition that they greatly deserve in 

automotive history. 

The "National Hudson Museum" is a giant 

step in making the automotive hobby 

aware of Hudson"s fabulous vehicles. 

I know that the entire museum is in good 

hands with Ed and Ron over-seeing its 

operation. 

Jack Miller 

______________________ 

Dear Carmen, 

I’m so much appreciating The Hudson 

Triangle, and all the efforts of the Historical 

Society! 

Love to see a list of the cars (and other 

Hudson artifacts) at the Ypsilanti Museum! 

Very best to you and Ed, Mike, Dick, Sue, 

Larry, Laurie, Dick and everyone!  

    

Hudsonly,     

Richard Polese 
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Remember to renew your annual donation to HETHS and help the 

advancement of our goals 

A Note from HET Club 
Do you know what I have been noticing 

more?   It seems like Hudson cars and trucks 

are showing up in pictures and magazines.  I 

was in an Amish store in southern 

Iowa and on the wall is a picture of 

a rusty 1950 Hudson on the side of 

a country road.   

Many of the antique car magazines 

like Hemming’s, Old Car Weekly 

and others are carrying more 

coverage of our most favorite brand 

of cars.  We have four different 

plastic models that the Club Store 

is carrying with a new 1954 Hudson 

model in the works.  

Why am I talking about the increased publicity 

for the Hudson marque in an article to update 

you on the status of the H-E-T 

Club?  Because I think that the success of the 

H-E-T Club and the future success of the H-E

-T Historical Society is dependent on getting 

the word out there not only about the history 

of the Hudson Motor Car Company but the 

visible representation of the Hudson marque 

through Club events. 

We had a great International Meet in French 

Lick, for both the Club and the Historical 

Society.  We had 345 registrations and 205 

Hudson built vehicles.  Pretty good turnout.  It 

was obvious that the Club and the Historical 

Society are working.   

In the State of the Club during the meet, I 

highlighted the number of vendors that are 

reproducing parts for our Hudsons 

that were out in the parking 

lot.  The community of Hudson 

folks is alive and well and while 

other Clubs are languishing we 

continue to focus on the people 

and the relationships.  

We are also seeing past members 

coming back into the Club.  There 

are many reasons why folks come 

back to the Club but at the heart of 

all those decisions is the love of 

Hudson built vehicles and the desire to be a 

part of the Hudson community.   

It is that same love that should help the 

Historical Society to show the Hudson 

community why it should be contributing to 

the preservation of the history of the Hudson 

Motor Car Company.   In this vein, the new 

National Hudson Motor Car Company 

Museum in Ypsilanti is a great thing.   

That is the reason the H-E-T Club Board of 

Directors made a decision that the Club 

should be a part of the museum.  It will be a 

consistent presence for making the public 
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aware of Hudson and its impact on 

history.  It is a year round display of 

Hudson history that can point to the 

Club and our annual meets.   

Our annual meets should also be 

pointing folks to the Museum.  The 

Club and the Historical Society, in 

addition to being great partners are 

also mutually beneficial.  In the end 

we want to keep both organizations 

going and Hudsons on the road. 

For the H-E-T Club 

Aaron   

HETHS Donations Continue 

Carman LaFlamme reports that contributions to HETHS 

continue. A generous donation has been received from Buzz 

and Pam Stahl of Escondido, CA  in memory of past HET Club 

president and HET leader, Janet Kale 

and in honor of past HET Club president 

and HETHS president Mike Cherry.  

Pam and Buzz are an 

example of great people 

who quietly go about 

supporting the Club and 

Society. Their involvement is greatly 

appreciated.  
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Welcome to Our Newest Members 

We have several: 

Life: Meritt Roy Marks III  

Elevated to Life: Hedley and Pattie Bennett, 

Jack C. Miller, Ron Bluhm (YAHM President)  

Contributing: Peter L. Jones, Daniel 

Martinez, James and Sandra Boyle, Ken 

Ferguson, Fred and Corale Amman, Jan and 

Thelma Kachur  

Upgraded to Contributing: Sam and Mary 

Ann Jackson 

Active: Hugh M. Harris, Robert Callfus 

Keep spreading the word about the goals and 

achievements of the HETHS and making the 

invitation to join our quest.  

My Favorite Animal 

Our teacher asked us what our favorite animal 

was, and I said, "Fried chicken." 

She said I wasn't funny, but she couldn't have 

been right, because everyone else in the class 

laughed. 

My parents told me to always be truthful and 

honest, and I am. Fried chicken is my favorite 

animal. I told my dad what happened, and he 

said my teacher was probably a member of 

PETA. 

He said they love animals very much. 

I do, too. Especially chicken, pork and beef. Any-

way, my teacher sent me to the principal's office. 

I told him what happened, and he laughed, too. 

Then he told me not to do it again. 

The next day in class my teacher asked me what 

my favorite live animal was. 

I told her it was chicken. She asked me why, just 

like she'd asked the other children. 

So I told her it was because you could make 

them into fried chicken. 

She sent me back to the principal's office again. 

He laughed, and told me not to do it again. I 

don't understand. My parents taught me to be 

honest, but my teacher doesn't like it when I am. 

Today, my teacher asked us to tell her what fa-

mous person we admire most. I told her, 

"Colonel Sanders." 

Guess where I am now... 

Everyone is reading about Hudsons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guess Who this is and send your answer to 

Mike 

http://heths.info/


Fall  2014                                                                   http://heths.info/                                                                                     Page 11                                                                                                                                                                         

HET Historical Society - Moving Forward 

HISTORY OF THE CAR RADIO                                       from the South Texas HET Chapter 

Seems like cars have always had radios, but they didn't. 

Here's the story: One evening, in 1929, two young men named William Lear and Elmer 

Wavering drove their girlfriends to a lookout point high above the Mississippi River town of 

Quincy, Illinois, to watch the sunset. It was a romantic night to be sure, but one of the women 

observed that it would be even nicer if they could listen to music in the car. Lear and Wavering 

liked the idea. Both men had tinkered with radios (Lear served as a radio operator in the U.S. 

Navy during World War I) and it wasn't long before they were taking apart a home radio and 

trying to get it to work in a car. 

But it wasn't easy: automobiles have ignition switches, generators, spark plugs, and other 

electrical equipment that generate noisy static interference, making it nearly impossible to listen 

to the radio when the engine was running. 

One by one, Lear and Wavering identified and eliminated each source of electrical interference. 

When they finally got their radio to work, they took it to a radio convention in Chicago. There 

they met Paul Galvin, owner of Galvin Manufacturing Corporation. He made a product called a 

"battery eliminator", a device that allowed battery-powered radios to run on household AC 

current. But, as more homes were wired for electricity, more radio manufacturers made AC-

powered radios. Galvin needed a new product to manufacture. When he met Lear and 

Wavering at the radio convention, he found it. He believed that mass-produced, affordable car 

radios had the potential to become a huge business. 

Lear and Wavering set up shop in Galvin's factory, and when they perfected their first radio, 

they installed it in his Studebaker. Then Galvin went to a local banker to apply for a loan. 

Thinking it might sweeten the deal, he had his men install a radio in the banker's Packard. Good 

idea, but it didn't work – Half an hour after the installation, the banker's Packard caught on fire. 

(They didn't get the loan.) 

Galvin didn't give up. He drove his Studebaker nearly 800 miles to Atlantic City to show off the 

radio at the 1930 Radio Manufacturers Association convention. Too broke to afford a booth, he 

parked the car outside the convention hall and cranked up the radio so that passing 

conventioneers could hear it. That idea worked -- He got enough orders to put the radio into 

production. 

WHAT'S IN A NAME — That first production model was called the 5T71. 

Galvin decided he needed to come up with something a little catchier. In those days many 

companies in the phonograph and radio businesses used the suffix "ola" for their names Ȥ 

Radiola, Columbiola, and Victrola were three of the biggest. Galvin decided to do the same 

thing, and since his radio was intended for use in a motor vehicle, he decided to call it the 

Motorola. But even with the name change, the radio still had problems: When Motorola went on 

sale in 1930, it cost about $110 uninstalled, at a time when you could buy a brandȤnew car for 
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$650, and the country was sliding into the Great Depression. (By that measure, a radio for a new 

car would cost about $3,000 today.) 

In 1930, it took two men several days to put in a car radio ȤȤ The dashboard had to be taken apart 

so that the receiver and a single speaker could be installed, and the ceiling had to be cut open to 

install the antenna. These early radios ran on their own batteries, not on the car battery, so holes 

had to be cut into the floorboard to accommodate them. 

The installation manual had eight complete diagrams and 28 pages of instructions. Selling 

complicated car radios cost 20 percent of the price of a brandȤnew car wouldn't have been easy in 

the best of times, let alone during the Great Depression – Galvin lost money in 1930 and struggled 

for a couple of years after that. But things picked up in 1933 when Ford began offering Motorola's 

preȤinstalled at the factory. 

In 1934 they got another boost when Galvin struck a deal with B.F. Goodrich tire company to sell 

and install them in its chain of tire stores. By then the price of the radio, with installation included, 

had dropped to $55. The Motorola car radio was off and running. (The name of the company 

would be officially changed from Galvin Manufacturing to "Motorola" in 1947.) 

In the meantime, Galvin continued to develop new uses for car radios. In 1936, the same year that 

it introduced pushȤbutton tuning, it also introduced the Motorola Police Cruiser, a standard car 

radio that was factory preset to a single frequency to pick up police broadcasts. 

In 1940 he developed the first handheld twoȤway radio ȤȤThe HandyȤTalkie – for the U. S. Army. A 

lot of the communications technologies that we take for granted today were born in Motorola labs 

in the years that followed World War II. In 1947 they came out with the first television for under 

$200. In 1956 the company introduced the world's first pager; in 1969 came the radio and 

television equipment that was used to televise Neil Armstrong's first steps on the Moon. In 1973 it 

invented the world's first handheld cellular phone. Today Motorola is one of the largest cell phone 

manufacturers in the world. And it all started with the car radio. 

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO the two men who installed the first radio in Paul Galvin's car? Elmer 

Wavering and William Lear, ended up taking very different paths in life. Wavering stayed with 

Motorola. In the 1950's he helped change the automobile experience again when he developed 

the first automotive alternator, replacing inefficient and unreliable generators. The invention lead 

to such luxuries as power windows, power seats, and, eventually, airȤconditioning.  

Lear also continued inventing. He holds more than 150 patents. Remember eightȤtrack tape 

players? Lear invented that. But what he's really famous for are his contributions to the field of 

aviation. He invented radio direction finders for planes, aided in the invention of the autopilot, 

designed the first fully automatic aircraft landing system, and in 1963 introduced his most famous 

invention of all, the Lear Jet, the world's first massȤproduced, affordable business jet. (Not bad for 

a guy who dropped out of school after the eighth grade.) 

AND         It all started with a woman's suggestion!! 
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CLICK…online 

¶ “Visit” the HET Club         http://hetclub.org 

¶ “Like” our Facebook Page  https://
www.facebook.com/HudsonEssexTerraplane 

¶ “Access” our Webpage     http://heths.info/ 

¶ “Travel” with Doc Hudson www.hudsonhornet.org 

¶ “Read” past Triangles   http://heths.info/ 

¶ “Enjoy” Classics    http://classiccarimages.com/
gallery.php?gid=62 

¶ “Check the Movies”  http://imcdb.org/vehicles_make
-Hudson.html  

 

$_______  LIFE Member $1,000 or more 

$_______  CONTRIBUTING Member $100 

$_______  ACTIVE Membership $40  

$_______  GIFT in Honor or in Memory of  

        ____________________________________ 

$_______  General Donation 
_________________________ 
 

  $ ________ TOTAL funds enclosed. 

 

Name: 

 

 

Address: 

 

 

Phone:  

 

Email: 

 

Please make payment by cash, check, or money 
order payable to HET Historical Society, Inc., in 
US Dollars, and mail to: 

Carmen LaFlamme,   111 Besaw Road 

Richmond, VT 05477 

 

Thanks for your Support! 

 

Historic Hudson items Wanted 

Check your library and shop. Remember all 

Hudson, Essex and Terraplane donations, 

both literature and media are welcome. 

Contact Dick Teeter for more information.  

Also, donations of cars, parts, money, land, 

boats, etc. all can be used to promote the 

goals of the  HETHS . Contact Mike Cherry 

for details. 

And all  HETHS donations are tax 

deductible. 

Texas Cowboy Wisdom !!!!! 

A tough old cowboy from south Texas coun-

seled his grandson that if he wanted to live a 

long life, the secret was to sprinkle a pinch of 

gun powder on his Oatmeal every morning. 

The grandson did this religiously to the age of 

103 when he died. 

He left behind 14 children, 30 grandchildren, 

45 great-grandchildren, 25 Great-great-

grandchildren, and a 15-foot crater where the 

crematorium used to be. 
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 A Training Program - Part VII                                                       by Dennis Flint 

The following is part 6 of the training material developed for docent training at the California 

Automobile Museum. 
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How to Reach Us HET Historical Society  
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The Finish Line 

Carmen LaFlame 

111 Besaw Road 

Richmond, Vermont 05477 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Class 

Return Address Correction Requested 
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